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‘Technical Shorts’ 
 

by Gerry O’Hara, G8GUH 
 
‘Technical Shorts’ is a series of (fairly) short articles written by Gerry O'Hara,
a CVRS Director and vintage radio enthusiast, each focussing on a technical issue of 
relevance in repairing, restoring or using Eddystone valve radios.  However, much 
of the content is also applicable to non-Eddystone valve receivers.  The articles are 
the author’s personal opinion, based on his experience and are meant to be of 
interest or help to the novice or hobbyist – they are not meant to be a definitive or 
exhaustive treatise on the topic under discussion….  References are provided for 
those wishing to explore the subjects discussed in more depth.  The author 
encourages feedback and discussion on any topic covered through the CVRS forum. 
 
Some Thoughts On Restoring Eddystones (and other radios…) 
 
What is ‘Restoring’ 
 

The term ‘restoration’ can mean many things to many people.  
Another similar term is ‘renovation’, though rarely is this term 
applied to radios.  Both terms imply effecting some degree of 
repair and maintenance, whether that is cosmetic, mechanical, 
electrical/electronic or a combination thereof.  ‘Renovation’ 
implies adding new parts or attempting to improve the 
receiver’s operation in some way.  There is a school of 
thought that would reserve ‘restoration’ to mean undertaking 
whatever work is necessary to a radio to bring it to its original 
ex-factory appearance and performance specification; 
anything less merely being a degree of repair or maintenance.  
To do this degree of work, however, for most 40-plus year old 
communications receivers that have seen lots of use (and 
probably abuse) would usually mean completely dismantling 
the set and rebuilding it – you could then of course argue that 
you no longer have the original set at all! 

I for one am not in that 
school – I use the term 
somewhat loosely and my 
‘restoration’ of any 
particular set reflects the 
amount of effort that I see 
fit in imparting to it to 
deliver the results I desire 
for that set, either 
cosmetically or 

Some radios are perhaps just a bit 
toooo far gone for restoration – 
above is a 1930’s Philco Model 20 
cathedral set now on display at the 
SPARC radio museum in Coquitlam, 
BC as an example of what can 
happen if you neglect the storage 
conditions of your radio… Right: 
what the poor thing used to look like 



 

 

We hope you have enjoyed reading this article sample.  

Members of the Canadian Vintage Radio Society (CVRS) can download the 
entire article for free from the CVRS website at 
http://canadianvintageradio.com/articles/ 
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