
Restoring a Stromberg Carlson Model #56 – Gerry O’Hara 

Background 

I have always liked art deco style cabinets, so when 
I was offered the chance to acquire a Stromberg 
Carlson Model #56 floor-mounted radio in the Fall 
of 2011, I decided to go for it – even though I had 
vowed not to acquire any more ‘large’ radios due to 
lack of space.  The radio belonged to a lady in 
south Vancouver who was in the process of 
cleaning out her old family home prior to selling it 
and this radio was in the basement (photos, right 
and below).  While looking at the set, I also noticed 
a more recent Stromberg Carlson tabletop (Model 
#694, dating from 1947).  I was told that they had 
both belonged to her grandparents (who had bought 
them both new), then her parents and that when the 
sets had finally ‘given up the ghost’ they were each 
relegated to the basement.  Apparently the lady had 
persuaded her parents not to throw the sets out on 
many occasions. 

 

I was not familiar with the Model #56 and was intrigued by the ‘no controls’ look made possible 
by a ‘trap’ door on the front of the set, pushing on which exposes the control panel.  On looking 
at the rear of the set I was intrigued again, as the chassis was in two parts: a large main chassis 
sitting in the base of the cabinet, and a separate control unit that was suspended above the main 
chassis on four copper tubes.  The set appeared to be complete and the cabinet in reasonable 



 

 

We hope you have enjoyed reading this article sample.  

Members of the Canadian Vintage Radio Society (CVRS) can download the 
entire article for free from the CVRS website at 
http://canadianvintageradio.com/articles/ 
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