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Yes, it feels like only 5 minutes since the last CVRS Annual General Meeting (AGM) —
well that was on November 17, 2019, so a bit longer than 5 minutes. At that time it
was felt that an AGM would be better held in the Spring rather than the Fall. The Di-

rectors have therefore scheduled the 2020 AGM for Sunday, May 17 2020, so please

‘mark your calendar’ accordingly. The time, agenda and call- in details for the AGM

will be posted on the  CVRS website in due course.
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The Sparton ‘Bluebird’ must be one of the most recog-
nizable 1930’s radios. Its classic Art Deco design con-
ceived by industrial designer ~ Walter Teague is an icon,
embodying streamlining, practicality and function in a
simple, yet striking design based on a round blue mir-

ror (correctly termed ‘Midnight Blue’) or, more rarely, a
‘peach’- coloured mirror (correctly termed ‘Old Rose’).
Either a ‘B’ (blue) or ‘C’ (peach) suffix was added to the
model number to indicate the colour of the mirror.

While the aesthetics of this radio are quite stunning,

the actual radio circuit and performance leaves a bit to

be desired - butwho cares - its beautiful!

There were two versions of the Bluebird produced, a
Canadian Model 154B and an American Model 566  (see
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Paul Guibord (Article reproduced with kind permission from the Ottawa Vintage Radio

Society Newsletter, Spring 2020).

By 1920, radio transmitters and receivers had been developed to a point where voice
transmission could easily reach a couple of hundred miles at night although quality left
something to be desired. The air waves were still mostly used for point to point com-

munication with some amateur broadcasts on an irregular basis.

The first regularly scheduled commercial broadcast of a radio program in Canada is
generally recognized to be the one by station XWA, in Montreal (photo, below), on the
evening of May 20, 1920. This station was owned by the Marconi Wireless Telegraph
Company of Canada

88 with studios located on

the top floor of their
factory on Williams

& Street in Montreal. The
8 station had been li-
il censed for experimental

transmission the previ-

ous year

by the Canadi-

an Department of Naval

Services.

The short broadcast was
received here in Ottawa
at a convention, held by

' the
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Dorwin_Teague
https://www.antiqueradio.org/spar04.htm
https://www.spartonradios.com/566.html
https://canadianvintageradio.com/
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The Spring of 2020 has certainly been
different courtesy of Covid - 19 —who
would have thought we would all be part of an
international ‘lockdown’, hesitant even to exit
our houses to venture out for essentials like

food, medicines and beer?

The only ‘silver lining’ is that | am finally getting
around to many radio projects that have been

on the ‘back burner’ (or completely off the
stove) for years —one of these dated from 2006
and another from 2010! Better late than never |
suppose, and at least these are keeping me

from going ‘stir crazy’. It would also be a good
time for members to write - up a recent project

for inclusion in the Newsletter! Go - on!!!

Loc al

Alberta Chapter — Rick Williams

BC Lower Mainland Chapter — Ken Patenaude
Atlantic Network ~ — Kevin Christopher

Vancouver Island (VI) Network —Don White

Manitoba Network —Grant Sesak

Local groups or chapters of the CVRS can represent a small

group, whether geographically - based or otherwise, and Net-
works can cover small or large geographic areas. Thus we can
have the Alberta Chapter, Vancouver Island Network or even the
Northern Electric Special Interest Group  —as long as a member of
the CVRS wishes to run it and wants it to be represented within

the CVRS. So come on members, think locally, regionally or

even by manufacturer or other topic  —based, we want to hear
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Royal Society of Canada, in the Chateau Laurier ballroom. It consisted of live performance
by singers and an orchestra.
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The next year, the station, transmitting at 681 kHz, received the official call letters of CFCF. The station would
move to new studios a number of times with different frequencies and ever increasing power reaching 10 kW until
the 1950s when it was sold and moved to Verdun where it operated as CIQC on 600 kHz.

Within a couple of years of the original broadcast, there were over 30 commercial radio stations operating in Cana-
da. By the end of the decade radio broadcasting had become a standard fact of life just as we would consider the
internet these days.

South of us, KDKA is usually considered to have held the first broadcast on November 12, 1920 although this claim
has often been challenged by a number of other U.S. stations.

In honor of this event, the Emile Berliner museum launched a special exhibition "100 years of radio in Montreal" on
February 27. The Museum is located in the old RCA factory located in the Saint Henri district at 1001 Lenoir Street
in Room E - 206. The building still has, above its roof, the two medallions that held the RCA logo, the dog and pho-
nograph themselves have unfortunately been removed. The building now also houses various small businesses
but, if you attend, you may be able to stroll around some empty rooms on the upper levels with heavily worn pine
floors where phonographs and radio sets were once manufactured.

You can get opening hours for the exhibits and details of other events from https://moeb.ca/en and https://

radio100.moeb.ca/en/

You can also check out the special events from our friends at http://sqcra.org/radio100/

OTTAWA HEARS MONTREAL CONCERT OVER THE TELEPHONE; EXPERIMENT COMPLETE SUCCESS
Girl Singing 110 Miles Away Listened to by Vast Audience at Chateau.

WORDS AND MUSIC CLEAR

Gramophone Music and Orchestra Selections Danced to at the Radio Station Here:

"Hello, Ottawa - Hello, Montreal" - and the first radio - telephone conversation ever carried on in Canada was com-
menced. A few minutes of conversation and then, through the night air, came the sweet notes of "Believe Me If All
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https://moeb.ca/en%20and%20https:/radio100.moeb.ca/en/
https://moeb.ca/en%20and%20https:/radio100.moeb.ca/en/
http://sqcra.org/radio100/

Canadian Vintage Radi oBembers Artic

The newspaper clipping on the left is one of
the few surviving descriptions of the event.
It was published in the Ottawa Journal
newspaper (1885 -1980) on Friday May 21,
the day after the broadcast. | have included
a transcript of two articles from this page,
complete with the actual spellings and
punctuation used. Although long and re-
petitive (the reporter was probably paid by
the inch), it provides an insight into the at-
titude of the population at the time towards
this new technology. NOTE: Sorry girls, we
can't help you with your ugly hair problems.

Those Endearing Young Charms," to be fol-
lowed some minutes later by the voice of John
McCormick singing "Dear Old Pal of Mine".

The members of the large audience in the
comfortable ball room of the Chateau Laurier
sat in amazement, realizing that they were lis-
tening to one of those wonders that has been
so much talked about but seldom demonstrat-
ed. The sweet voice they heard so plainly was
that of Miss Lutten, singing into a radio -
telephone instrument in Montreal. Every in-
flection of her beautiful voice and every word
was audible to the Chateau audience, yet no
wires connected the two points, 110 miles
apart.

A Complete Success.

The Experiment, the first ever carried on in
Canada, when messages were received and re-
plies given, was in connection with the lecture
of Dr. A. H. Eve F.R.S.C. before the Royal Socie-
ty of Canada last night. Since Tuesday the of-
ficers of the Naval Radio Service and engineers
of the Canadian Marconi Company have been
making ready for the test. Weather conditions
were reported as decidedly unfavourable dur-
ing the evening, but the entire programme was
carried out without a hitch, and congratulations
were sent backwards and forwards by all con-
cerned.

Three Stations Operating.

The whole programme had been arranged be-
forehand. The station at the Marconi plant in
Montreal and that of the Naval Radio Service in
Ottawa were the main stations, with a receiving
station at the Chateau Laurier. Here a huge
amplifier was installed so that the entire audi-
ence was enabled to hear the programme be-
tween the two main sta Cont. on Page 10
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